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Abstract 
This article describes a Course of Academic Writing, which was designed both for the Czech and non-native students at the 
Faculty of Informatics and Management of the University of Hradec Kralove, Czech Republic. This is one of the blended 
language courses, which are taught not only traditionally (face-to-face) but also online. Therefore, students studying abroad or 
non-native students can participate in these courses. In the paper the structure of the course, which depicts how writing is taught, 
will be outlined. Moreover, special teaching practices, which foster student’s motivation for attending this course, will be 
emphasized. 
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1. Introduction 
In the course of one semester (1 semester usually has 13-15 weeks at universities in the Czech Republic) students 
meet a teacher once every two weeks to discuss and clarify any mistakes they have made in their essays. The course 
attempts to help both Czech and foreign or overseas students of the faculty. The course focuses on the process of 
writing from beginning to end, and gives advice on how to write professionally. It shows the component parts of the 
writing process, that is: envisaging what to write, planning an outline, drafting passages, writing the whole thing, 
revising and rewriting it, and finishing it in an appropriate form, together with publishing all or parts of a text. In 
addition, it concentrates on those features which are different in English and Czech, such as citations, compiling a 
bibliography or using appropriate English. As for the last aspect, there are independent sections on grammar 
structures in written English, lexical structures, and punctuation. Moreover, the course provides students with ready-
made materials, including templates for such text types as the letter of application or C.V. However, the most 
valuable document is a Guide to Dissertations Written in English (Frydrychova Klimova 2006), which provides a 
clear sample with ample evidence as to how academic writing works in practice. An advantage of the course is also 
its exploitation. The target group of users is not limited because the course can be exploited as a reference/ support 
course within the framework of any one-year course of professional English. In addition, it can be used as a guide 
for publishing a scientific article, meaning that teachers at a faculty may also find it useful.  
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2. Structure of the course and its specifics 
 
The content of the course is based on a communicative/ functional syllabus developed by Nunan (1988): 
1. Introducing the subject 
2. Expressing accuracy  
3. Being polite  
4. Preparing to write  
5. Summarizing/ Paragraphing  
6. Making arguments for and against  
7. Making references and paraphrases, quoting, writing a bibliography 
8. Writing for Wikipedia  
9. Discovering miscellaneous writings  
10. Final Consolidation 
During the first, introductory lesson, students get acquainted with the aim of the course, its blended approach and 
course and credit requirements for its successful completion. They are usually Tabulae Rasae in the first lesson. 
Thus, students at this stage of instruction have only a faint idea of what a piece of writing should look andread like. 
Therefore, as well as some theoretical input on the explanation what English for Academic Purposes (EAP) actually 
is; the product approach to writing is used at the beginning of the first 90-minute lesson. This involves students 
being given a short text on how to make a paragraph and its characteristics, which they are asked to read. They then 
receive an 
been given on paragraphing. The purpose of this activity is to help students understand the steps in making a 








1 paragraph  =      sentences     
 
 
1 sentence  =        words  
 
 





Between paragraphs there  
 
 
Figure 1. An exercise on paragraphing 
 
Students then discuss the exercise with a peer sitting next to them, and this is then followed by a group discussion on 
the correct completion of the exercise. Finally, they receive their first assignment. Since the students are still not 
ready to write a coherent text, they are asked to write for the next lesson a summary of a lecture or a seminar they 
had/ have that week. Then, a process approach sets in because students have to brainstorm ideas on how to structure 
such a summary. Consequently, they agree on the logical order of the selected ideas and on the paragraph/s layout. 
In the end they are guided through possible mistakes they might make.  
In the course of the semester students usually have 5 assignments (see Fig.2). They are as follows: a summary of a 
lecture/ seminar; an argumentative essay without bibliographies and references; two essays including bibliographies 
and references and writing an entry for Wikipedia (see also Tardy 2010).  
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Figure 2. Five assignments given to students during the course (29.6.2011) 
 
Sample essay topics are as follows: 
 Will modern technology, such as the Internet ever replace the book or the written word as the main 
source of information?  
 Should retirement be compulsory at 65 years of age? 
 Are zoos necessary for education? 
 Intercultural Communication 
 Education is the single most important factor in the development of a country. Do you agree?  
 The idea of going overseas for university study is an exciting prospect for many people. But while it 
may offer some advantages, it is probably better to stay home because of the difficulties a student 
inevitably encounters living and studying in a different culture. To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  
 In what ways has information technology changed work and working practices in the past 10 years?  
 Foreign language instruction should begin in kindergarten. Discuss.  
 To what extent has the traditional male role changed in the last 20 years?  
 Are women better parents than men? 
 What should a government do for a country to become successful?  
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 The mass media, including TV, radio and newspapers, have great influence in shaping people's ideas. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  
 Tourism is becoming increasingly important as a source of revenue to many countries but its 
disadvantages should not be overlooked. What are some of the problems of tourism?  
-line course on the set date given to them by a teacher. As 
a rule, their essays are evaluated within 3 days. They are usually evaluated according to  Jacobs 
(1981) model. For more information see Frydrychova Klimova 2011. 
The on-line encyclopaedia Wikipedia represents both a great opportunity and a great challenge for academic writing 
classes at the faculty. Students exploit it not only as a reference source for general information but actively 
collaborate in its expansion in their final assignment (see Fig.3). Writing for Wikipedia thus promotes to use their 
critical thinking skills. When collecting information for their articles, they must, for instance, use these skills in 
order to conduct reliable and valid research. Moreover, students are exposed to autonomous learning. They can, for 
example, choose their Wiki topic, seek for information and knowledge independently on their teacher or decide 
students more responsible for their 




Figure 3. An example of a student for Wikipedia (8.10.2011) 
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4. Conclusion 
 
The above mentioned course structure of the course, well-thought approaches to the teaching of writing and the 
development of autonomous learning, thinking skills and communicative competence make the course attractive. 
Furthermore, each semester a survey is carried out among students to find out whether the teaching of writing is 
successful. The outcomes of s course seems to be quite useful for 
them. See the following s  quotations:  
the area of writing articles. I learned how to write references and bibliographies, which will help me later with my 
dissertation and other essays. I enjoyed the lessons, particularly the work with texts and in pairs during which I 
learned how to identify errors in the texts. At first, I was afraid of the subject since it is not easy for me to write 
essays in English,  
afterwards. Moreover, the classes are conducted in English. I practiced vocabulary and grammar and I learned the 
rules of  
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